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Remarks by Alejandra Mora, 
President of the Inter-American Commission of Women

to the 

Forty-Fourth Regular Session of the General Assembly 

of the Organization of American States

Thursday June 5th 2014 
Asunción, Paraguay
Ministers, Ambassadors, Excellencies all, 
Mr. Secretary General 
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am truly honored to be addressing you as President of the Inter-American Commission of Women, an specialized agency of the OAS established in 1928 to defend women's rights and promote gender equality throughout the Hemisphere, which this year celebrates its eighty-sixth anniversary.
For the CIM, these moments of polarization and of calling into question human rights and their bearers, of growth and development with little distribution, through which we’re currently living are a crucial time for reflection on the progress that we’ve made in terms of the recognition and protection of women’s rights, that allows us to identify the challenges that we must still overcome.
I am pleased to submit to the General Assembly three CIM reports that are related to the promotion of women’s political citizenship as a component of democratic governance, gender-based violence and strengthening the gender perspective, as well as the CIM, which will undoubtedly contribute to bringing an integrated vision to the decisions that are made in the context of the OAS:

· The Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission of Women

· The Report of the Secretary General on the Implementation of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (IAP)

· The Report of the Secretary General on the Implementation of the Belém do Pará Convention; and

The Strategic Plan of the CIM 2011-2016 was adopted in April 2011 and has both oriented the work of the Commission and allowed us to highlight the specific situation of women and the differential impacts they face as a result of their gendered status. This Strategic Plan was developed with the aim of effectively operationalizing the commitments adopted by OAS Member States through various international agreements, among which I would emphasize the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of Violence against Women (Belém do Pará Convention), and the IAP.

Some of the most important results of the implementation of this Strategic Plan over the course of 2013 include:

· The preparation and publication of two studies on the substantive exercise of women’s political rights in the Americas:  Betting on parity: Democratization of the political system in Latin American (the cases of Ecuador, Bolivia and Costa Rica) and Women’s citizenship in the democracies of the Americas, in collaboration with International IDEA and UN Women. Both studies provide a critical reflection on democracy and the tools used to advance women’s in political participation, from quotas to parity, and take into account the diverse perspectives, visions, concerns and proposals of women from Latin America, the English-speaking Caribbean and Canada.
· With the support of the Government of Canada, the CIM organized, in September 2013, an international meeting on “Women’s human rights: Good practices in gender justice,” in Buenos Aires, with a view to analyzing the current situation of gender justice in the region.  The meeting identified 17 good practices in access to gender justice and the response to violence against women, including experiences from the police, prosecutors, supreme courts, the executive branch, civil society and the international community.

· In the framework of the 43rd General Assembly of the OAS (June 4th to 6th 2013, La Antigua, Guatemala) and in collaboration with the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD), the Government of Guatemala, and AECID, we organized a round-table on “Women and drugs in the Americas: A working situation analysis” in order to raise awareness of the growing participation of women in the problem of drugs.

As a follow-up to this event, the CIM prepared a study, Women and drugs in the Americas: A policy working paper, which was launched during a round-table discussion on March 31st 2014 in Washington, D.C., organized in collaboration with the International Drug Policy Consortium (IDPC) and the Washington Office on Latin America (WOLA), with the support of the Government of Mexico and Uruguay. This round-table was replicated at the United Nations on April 2nd 2014.
With this activities we have contributed to highlighting the magnitude of this problem, in which over 50% of women deprived of liberty in our penal systems are there for drug-related crimes that are linked with gender subordination.

We are celebrating 20 years since the adoption of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of Violence against Women (Belém do Pará Convention) by the members of the Organization of American States (OAS) and we urge all of you to highlight your good practices, something that we have supported in several countries.
The Convention solidifies the political commitment of the government of the region to fight violence against women in all its forms. It provides a strong legal and action framework for confronting physical, psychological and sexual violence against women in the public and private spheres, as well as that perpetrated by the State.  Over the last two decades, the Convention has been the basis for a new generation of integrated laws and constitutes the international legal standard for the formulation of public policies and national plans, the organization of information and awareness-raising campaigns, the development of specialized care and support services and countless other initiatives and activities.
In spite of this progress, the Belém do Pará Convention remains an unfulfilled promise and violence continues to be a daily reality for too many women in our region.  We all have the right to live free of violence, but not all of us have the ability to exercise that right.  Violence against women and girls reflects the persistence of asymmetrical situations of power and structural inequality based on sex, which when it combines with other factors such as ethnicity, poverty, age, sexual orientation or identity, only exacerbate discrimination and violence.

On Monday, in collaboration with the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women/UN Women, we organized a round-table here in Paraguay on violence against women as an obstacle to their social inclusion and their full participation in development, which emphasized:

· The progress made by States in terms of the adoption of laws, the formulation of national plans and policies, the provision of specialized care and support services;

· The road that we must still travel in terms of the implementation of laws and policies, the allocation of adequate human and financial resources, the compilation of data, the administration of justice, and prevention efforts, among other issues; and

· The need to strengthen the visibility of the Convention at the national and international levels, in particular its use in the administration of justice and in education and communication efforts to prevent violence and promote gender equality.

In moving forward, I am sure that the CIM will be able to count on your support in closing the equality gap between women and men in our region and in continuing to fulfill the commitments that we have all made to the women of the hemisphere.
On behalf of the CIM and myself, I urge you to include the situation of women in the Hemisphere in the Declaration of this Assembly, and not to lose sight of the importance of women’s rights and gender equality in all issues related to development, security, democracy and human rights. I urge you also to consider that women are not a vulnerable group, but more than half of the population that, merely by belonging to this gender faces more limitations and obstacles to their access to and enjoyment of development and of the riches of an increasing unequal Americas. This inequality is based on structural discrimination and the economic dimension is not its only form of expression.

Development must have a woman’s face – heads of household, indigenous women, afrodescendant women, those of differing sexual orientation, women with disabilities, those that suffer violence and the invisible women – to whom we must strengthen a commitment that should be expressed during this Assembly.


